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THE REFORMATION OF THEATRICAL 
AGENCY. 


Ws have hitherto had to condemn, whilst 
we lamented, the “ black and grained spots,” 
which were the marked characteristics of a 
system of Theatrical Agency, imposed upon 
novices entering the profession; but we 
feel happy to acknowledge and cannot but 





express our great admiration for a system | 
now in successful course of progress by | 


| wakes to feel a sense of honour (and com- 


punction), Jonathan weighs the superfici- 
ality with the same amount of importance, 
or non-importance, that Hal’s Fat Jack 
does. It amounts to air, all air, and nothing 
but air! In fact air is the only aggregate 
of the word in their calculating and (im)pious 
opinions. It is, then, we should say, just 
such a sense of the word “ horiour,” here 
shown, that has been entertained by the 
unworthy class of Theatrical Agents who 


gentlemen with consciences, by which medi- | have made it their particular study to fleece 
ative the amateur may insure to himself, on | the aspiring amateur of his money and 
the one hand, fair dealing, with every pros- | sometimes his wits. Happily (for their 
pect of a good and lucrative engagement, otherwise would-be victims) it is that they 
providing he possesses the ability to main- | are and have been fast emerging from 
tain it ; whilst he will, on the other, escape | among us, whilst their places are filled up 
the traps that may still be, perchance laid in | by certain worthies in the neighbourhood cf 


the way upon his entrance into the profes- 
sional life of an actor. 

Something peculiar is to be observed in 
the contrast which must have been held 
betwixt honour and dishonour, humanity | 
and wrong, by that unworthy class of, 
Agents, who, with the breathing of their 
corpus vile, were as a scourge to the un- 
wary and uninformed amateur when just 
putting his foot upon the pedestal of pro- 
fessional life. But (with such men) what 
ishonour? ‘‘A word,” says Falstaff. “ What 
is a word? asks the same pot-bellied wit. 
Air! What then is dishonour? A word, 
and that word air! The author of Jonathan 
Wild gives a peculiar characteristic of what 
honour and dishonour is held to be by the 
thief-taker and vagabond. Is honour truth ? 
No; it is not in the lies going from us, but 





in its coming to us that our honour is in- 


Bow Street and elsewhere, who, for their 
upright, manly conduct are entitled to the 
grateful thanks of the profession at large. 
Nevertheless, some of those harpies, who 
pursued so opposite a course to that now 
instituted by Mr. H. Butler, Mr. ‘I’. Payne, 
and Messrs. Fairbrother and Harroway 
may, very probably, still exist; and, if sr, 
we would urge upon those amateurs and 
friends about essaying into professional life, 
to put their suffrages into the hands of such 
gentlemen as those, whose conduct is to ke 
carded, and beware of the blood-suckers 
who hesitate not to blast the primeval prov- 
pects of the credulous for the grain of the 
lucre gold—to see that they pay not for an 
engagement, the which, when they go to 
fulfill, they find’the manager shoe-less ;_ his 
theatre a mere dust-hole of lumber and con 

usion; who may be an unfortunate or a 
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Mr. Henry Butler's talents as an actor of 
much merit and finesse are known to most 
visitors to the Olympic, Drury Lane, and 
Lyceum Theatres for several years past; 
and his exertions as a Theatrical Agent have 
won for him and will continue to win for 
him no less a fame. In conclusion, we will 
say, that we trust Messrs. Butler, Payne, 
Faiibrother and Harreway, &c. will, for 
their salutary conduct in casting the glaive, 
be ever patronised by the profession (‘it is 
a consummation devoutly to be wished’’) so 
that they may effectually kick the blood- 
suckers out of England or into space. 

B. W. W. 

METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 

DRURY LANE. 
Tne engagement of Mr. G. V. Brooke at 
this theatre has been one of the most extra- 
ordinary since that of the great Edmund 
Kean. His popularity has been increasing 
nightly; and it is many a day since a 
printer had the order from a theatrical man- 
ager to issue placards at the doors of a 
theatre stating the house is so crowded that 
no more money would be taken; this Mr. 
E. T. Smith, the manager of Old Drury, 
has been compelled to do lately. In noticing 
Mr. Brooke as an actor, it should not be 
forgotten that the range of characters he 
plays is not at all limited, like many tra- 
gedians that have gone before him; and, 
although he may not excel in all he appears 
in, we are confident there is not an actor of 
the present day that can equal him in 
Othello, Sir Giles Overreach, Virginius, 
and Richard IT]. On Friday last he sus- 
tained the character of St. Pierre, in 
Knowles’s play of The Wife. The charac- 
ter is feebly drawn and quitesmelo-dramatic ; 
notwithstanding this, he threw so much 
power and soul into the part that he made 
it a most interesting feature. The dagger 
and his dying scene could not possibly be 
surpassed. Davenport was also extremely 
good, and since he has been playing with 
Brooke is very much improved. Mr, A. 
Younge, as Antonio, should not be forgot 
when we consider he generally plays comedy 
— it shews his versatility of talent to a good 
extent where he can throw off the mask and 
play a most serious part so very effectively. 














He was well worthy of the applause he re- 
received. On this occasion a Mrs. E, 
Lewis made her first appearance this season 
in the character of Marianne. On her en- 
trance she was warmly received, which 
appeared to affect her for a short time, when 
having recovered she soon became herself 
and played with great feeling and pathos. 
Her -best and most effective scenes were 
those were she is chastised by the prelate 
Antonio. Here she at first assumed com- 
posure of countenance and a dignified posi- 
tion with a patient bearing, till she could no 
longer bear the untruths heaped upon her, 
which terminated with a burst of feeling 
and indignation, which proved she had well 
studied the author’s meaning, and executed 
the task admirably, which produced enthu- 
siastic and instantaneous applause, and a fur- 
ther proof, that she worked upon the feelings 
of the audience. In the last scene she was 
equally successful—where her Lord is full of 
forgiveness, which she will not accept of till 
he has read the confession obtained by St. 
Pierre. Her she warmed up in thecharacter 
;and showed she had superior talent and 

power to execute. Her dresses were ap- 

propriate and elegant, and her deportment 

on the stage unrestrained and lady-like—it 

is a pity her services have not been brought 
| forward at an earlier period of Mr. Brooke’s 
|engagement. She is a great acquisition to 
‘the company. At the fall of the curtain 
| Messrs. Brooke and Davenport were loudly 
‘called for, which summons they obeyed, but 





»| the audience would not be satisfied till they 


| had paid Mrs. E, Lewis the same compli- 
ment. 
PRINCESS’S 
'Mr. C. Kean has begun his winter cam- 
paign, but how? Why, exactly where he 
| left off at the end of the season. He has 
nothing new to offer his customers—the 
' self-same joints are in the larder as before, 
| and he cannot afford even to vive us a little 
poultry or pastry for a change; but he 
' satiates the appetite of the town with the 
| Corsican Brothers, Sardanapalus, and Mar- 
co Spada. Does he suppose the town will 
be satisfied? How will his regular sub- 
| scribers for the season relish these pieces so 
‘continually. But we shall be told he has 
| the patronage of the first lady in the land, 
| and that ought to be a sufficient plea for his 
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doing as he may think fit with the public. 
But we maintain, he ought to cater for the 
public and not for individuals—the theatre 
is public property, and whoever is the 
manager, he ought to know it is the public 
that supports a theatre and not a few of the 
aristocracy. Suppose the patronage of this 
high personage should be withdrawn, then 
Mr. C. Kean, no doubt, would alter his bill 
of fare. Why should some of the best 
actors of the present day be shelved and the 
public be deprived of their ability which 
affords them so much amusement where 
proper pieces of the legitimate are selected 
to give them ‘an opportunity to please their 
admirers in various characters. We have 
been led to these remarks by the many 
letters we have received since the opening 
of the theatre—the complaints of the sub- 
scribers are well founded. It is true the 
public are not compelled to go to see such 
pieces night after night; Nevertheless, 
they are deprived of variety and of seeing 
some of our best actors in favourite charac- 
ters, which the public can ill-afford to do. 


PAVILION. 
A Continuation of that popular tale, the 
Will and the Way has been dramatised at 
this, now excellently managed theatre, with 
the most deserving success. The acting 
throughout, is most spirited, the scenery 
good, and the situations startling, and thril- 
ling in the extreme. Mr. G. Wilson, is 
added to the company, and likely to prove 
an acquisition. He has figured in some of 
Shakespeare’s most arduous characters, 
Richard III., Hamlet, and Macbeth ; with 
what success, we leave the crowded audiences 
to speak ; but we would hint, that hé re- 
quires much yet to make a leading actor ; 
he has however, intelligence, and that is the 
first step to greatness ; a good voice, which 
(if cultivated) will make the second, to- 
gether with a good figure, which, when 
managed with care and grace, will be a 
third. The great care displayed in the 
production of the last new drama will, we 
have no doubt, secure for it as long a run 
as that which the former production bearing 
the same name maintained. While speaking 
of this theatre we would inform our numer- 
ous readers that the box department is most 
creditably conducted by that obliging and 
civil man Mr. Grundy, who sets an example 








to the other east-end theatres, where you 
have some trouble to get a front seat unless 
an extra sum is extorted from the individual. 
This is not the case at this house, 





CORRESPONDENCE, 

C. Gove has entirely mistaken our intention upon our 
remarks of Othello. 

W. Wi son.—It is Broad-court, Bow-street, where Mr. 
Butler, the Agent resides, and not Broad-street. 

T. Townsenp.—Any of the Theatrical Agents will tell you 
of a good Fencing Master. See our advertisements, 

A K.—We will make the enquiry about the lady you 
name. 

HAMLET.—Apply to Mr. H. Fiest, 10, Granville-square, 
He will give you the particulars of the Caledonian 
Society. 


A. K. T.—It was at the new Olympic Theatre G. V. 
Brooke played. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19th, 1853. 


THE GREAT ATTRACTION OF THE 
DAY. 


Lone before this article has appeared every- 
body will have asked themselves the question 
‘What has caused Drury Lane to be 
crowded for the last six weeks?” And in 
good truth, it is a question worth consider- 
ing and solving. It is many years since 
such a sensation was created. 

The theatre has been tenanted by parties 
the most able and the most expert—those 
who have relied upon talent—those who 
have spent their resources upon puff—and 
those who have sought to cultivate a higher 
degree of taste; authors, actors, and adven- 
turers have all in their different ways 
laboured to turn the lucky penny; good 
actors have been engaged—the best to be 
had; new operas have been written and 
produced with powerful orchestras, and 
vocalists, who, in the words of the lessee, 
have possessed “ unheard of talent,” and 
one and all have failed, not only signally, 
but notoriously. The theatre had got into 
bad odour, and was looked upon as the 
high road to the Bankruptcy Court, and 
latterly each person embarking upon its 
fortunes has been considered either almost 
a monomanic or bordering on temporary in- 
sanity. 
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To such a miserable condition had this 
great temple of the drama reached. We 
had so long indulged in the vain hope that 
the legitimate might once more flourish on 
its aboriginal soil, and that hope has been 
so long deferred and so repeatedly been | 
doomed to disappointment that it has been 
declared more than once that Drury would 
only recover on the advent of some great 
actor, when some meteor should come forth, 
who, eschewing all other styles and treading 
in a path untrod, should mark out for him- 
self a line original, truthful, and powerful. 
We had become surfeited of the descendants 
of Macready—great as was the original, the 


had his defects, and those defects have be- 


has become an arena for the display of ex- 
cellent second-rate talent. We have many 


men who do things well and excite a very | 
1 7 | actors say to all this? Will they attempt to 


fair amount of admiration, who can gene- 
rally draw tolerably good houses at small 
theatres, and in their own district are 
esteemed established favourites, The chief 
of these are Anderson, Phelps, Davenport, 
and Creswick—all men of judgment, tact, 
and discrimination. Each and all have 
done good business in the north, south, and 
east of London; but each and all have done 
comparatively nothing in the great centre 
where all classes congregate—where the 
lower, the middle, and the fasionable unite 
and thus acknowledge a man universally a 
great actor. No man will, we presume, 
venture to question the point that it re- 
quires, in the fullest acceptation of the term, 
**a great actor” to fill, and nightly fill such 
a house as Drury Lane; and in the term 
filling, we do not limit ourselves to good 
pits and overflowing galleries (a regular 
circumstance one or two evenings a week at 
every decently conducted theatre), but we 
extend it to crowded boxes, * let” private 
ones, and stalls fully and fashionably visited. 
The actor who can do this is most certainly, 
not moderately, but extensively, out of the 
common way ; he not only does considerably 
more than any we have named, but he 
positively accomplishes more than they 
could do all put together ; for association of 
talent, like every other speculation, has been 
tried there, and met with the same untoward 
fate. We have seen at one of the large 


| 


} 


master-mind—he, like all first-rate actors, | jaye not been resorted to 
| . 








houses Messrs. Vandenhoff, Phelps, and 
Anderson in one play ; also Messrs. Charles 
Kean and Phelps ; but we have witnessed no 
excitement, no returning of money, and no 
filling the establishments in its vicinity with 
the overflowing of the measure. 


In all this we have not exceeded the state 
of things ; we have recorded what actually 
has happened and is continuing to the last 
of the forty appearances, which, were they 
twice two score would seem rather to in- 
crease than to diminish. The variation of 
the plays has been slight; of the authors, 
slighter. Gorgeousness and scenic display 
(the plays not offering opportunity for them) 
Acting has 


: : ‘ stood alone on its own individual merit, and 
come heir-looms to his followers. Our stage | 


for once has not barely succeeded. but tri- 
umphed, 


What do the rigid partizans of particular 


| urge that it is an effect without a cause? 
| Will they stand by and see wonders accom- 
| plished that their own men fear their inabi- 
| lity to attempt, or having attempted, failed ? 
Or will they be guided by the fact that is un- 
| deniably established, though not flattering 
|to their personal opinion—that Gustavus 
| Brooke is the one great actor of the day! 
| That near 150,000 persons have witnessed 
| his representations in little more than six 
weeks; that he has played to audiences, 
the continuance of which Drury Lane has 
not seen for many years ; and that whether 
his name is advertised for the night, or the 
middle of the day, there is the same rushing 
for seats and the same determination, by 
nailing every nook and corner, to continue 
the announcement of “no standing room.” 
We ought not to close this deserved tri- 
bute to the genius of Gustavus Brooke 
without a word for Mr. E. T. Smith, who, 
certainly, in culling from the unengaged 
talent in the metropolis, has completed a 
selection that, as a body, have done credit 
to the cause in which they have been en- 
gaged. Let us hope that the good work 
that has commenced may continue, and that 
in the ensuing season he may meet with 
a continuance of the brilliant an uninterrup- 
ted success that has attended each represen- 
tation during the present brief but remarkable 
season. 
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AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 
HISTRIONICS, CALEDONIAN ROAD 
Ir is with pleasure that we have record the 
improvement the Histrionics are rapidly 
making. The performance which took 
place on Tuesday was highly satisfactory. 
It becomes a pleasurable task to suggest 
when we see our hints profited by ; all de- 
fects pointed out in our former criticisms 
have been as far as is practicable amended ; 
end Tuesday night’s entertainment was far 
in advance of anv that has yet been given. 
The Lady of Lyons and the farce of The 
Man About Town were the pieces selected. 
In the play the exertions all engaged was 
extremely praiseworthy ; but the farce we 
dismiss without comment. Mr. Henry 
Fredericks, as Claude Melnotte, proved 
himself capable of higher walk of the drama 
than we had anticipated. The description 
of the ‘‘ Lake of Como ” and other celebra- 
ted speeches, in which the part abouuds 
were tenderly and judiciously given and 
received a merited snare of applause. Mr. 
Douglass, as Beauseaunt, and Master Ed- 
ward Muscell, as Glavis, both displayed 
talent. Mr. Guenette gave importanco to 
the small part of Gaspard. Mr. Mills made 
an excellent Damas, and Dechapelles and 
Colonel Dupont were ably sustained by Mr. 
C. Wheatley and Allen Measomt The 
ladies in their respective characters were 
careful and attentive to stage business. 
The lady who undertook Pauline evinced 
signs of rising talent. Madame Deschapelles 
in point of dress and general deportment 
was all that could be desired, and the Widow 
Melnotte was an easy and natural attempt. 
Much care had, evidently, been expended 
upon the scenery and dresses. 


THE SHERIDAN CLUB. 


Tue Rarking Mutual Improvement Society, 
which is under the patronage of the follow- 
ing gentlemen :—Rev. H. J. Dyson, M.A.; 
Sir E. N. Buxton, Bart.; Samuel Gurney, 
Esq.; H. E. Gurney, Esq.; and Samuel 
Hasluck, Rsq., gave to the friends and 
members of the institute a Drawing-room 
Entertainment, on the 13th inst., on which 
occasion the principle members connected 
with the above club gave their services ; 
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was numerous and very respectable, though 
rather a cool one. Nhe entertainment 
seemed, however, to give great satisfaction, 
Messrs. Appin, Donovan, Gardener, and 
Harrison, the directors, of the affair, giving 
great proof of their good talent. Miss N. 
Steyne and Woolcott we.e, however, the 
principle feature of the evening, the former 
gentleman certainly acquitting himself most 
sactory. They appeared in an original 
farce By A Member of the Club, evidently 
written for them, and created roars of 
laughter. We have no doubt when the 
audience get used to this style of entertain- 
ment that they will be highly delighted 
with the efforts of the Sheridan Club. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—I remember reading some years ago 
in a theatrical work a passage to the effect 
that an actor who had passed the criticism 
ofa Dublin audience might go before any 
audience in the world. As this opinion 
still holds good with many, I think it right 
that it should be at once dispelled. From 
many causes which have operated against 
the prosperity of this once flourishing city, 
theatricals are (alas!) almost extinct, and 
the high position which the audience used 
to hold as discriminating critics is wholly 
departed. As instances of this,—when Mr. 
Phelps visited that city about two years ago 
he failed to fill a house not as large as Sad- 
ler’s Wells, and the audience could not ap- 
preciate his fine acting in the round of 


Mr. Robson, our great burleique actor, 
spent two or three years there and never 
attracted near so much attention as Mr. H. 
Bedford (late of the Adelphi), who preceded 
him. When Mr. Josh Silsbee, the great 
Yankee comedian, appeared, he had not 
uttered twenty words before he was over- 
whelmed with hisses. 

These facts should be sufficient to show 
that the spirit of criticism has wholly de- 
parted from the Dublin play-goers, Not- 
withstanding, some time ago, a correspon- 
dentsigning himself “‘ Sardanapalus,” seemed 
to imagine that they were still as discrimi- 
nating as ever. I remain, Sir, 

Your constaut reader, 





though it was a very wet night the audience 








Bortom. 

















Shakspearian parts in which he performed. . 
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FATHER AND SON. 
Amonest the greatest phenomena of thea- 
trical history, perhaps there is no entrance 
of success so great as that of the former 
Master Betty. 

At twelve years of age he was famous ; 
and in the conrse of a few seasons his fortune 
was made. This precocious success, how- 
ever, militated against the brilliancy of the 
cause of young Roscius when he reached 
the years of discretion; and although in 
mature life, he was by no means without 
warm admirers, the meteoric light of Kean 
eclipsed W. H. Betty’s star. Henry Betty 
came out some ten or a dozen years ago; 
but a prestique is not so soon established 
now, nor so easily maintained as formerly. 
Nothing but most highly seasoned brands 
will at present suffice ; and yet the style of 
acting will hardly admit of the necessary. 
stimulus. 

C. Kean at first was merely tolerated ; 
then on his re-appearance in London he 
was esteemed a very clever but tricky 
actor. Tricks he now eschews ; but for all 
that we very much doubt if he is entitled 
to more than the most qualified commenda- 
tion in tragedy, At all events, no one dis- 
putes his great inferiority to his sire; but 
in the case of Henry Betty talent appears 
hereditary. The test of genuine merit is | 
the capacity for sustaining intellectual | 
dramas; and with the exception of Van- 
denhoff—now in the sere and yellow leaf— 
we hardly know the tragedian worthy of so 


legitimate a standing as the son of the boy 
Roscius. 


HOPES FOR THE DRAMA. 


Six,—The play-bills of this week form 
quite a cheerful sight to lovers of the legiti- 
mate. Never have there been such bright 








prospects of a wide spread of Shakspeare’s 
grand creations at the various London and | 
suburban theatres. At old Drury G. V. 
Brooke, supported by Davenport, Bennett, | 
and Belton, in playing to such audiences as | 
Drury has not seen for years. 

Phelps is in his old honourable path, and 
Hamlet, Macbeth, Sc., are attracting | 
crowds of spectators—whilst a play of Shak- 
speare’s is announced as in preparation. 
Kean having closed his theatre after such a 
season as is seldom known, (Macbeth alone | 





having run fifty nights), will open again on 
October 10th. Creswick opened his theatre 
on Monday the 3rd, with a gorgeous re- 


vival of the Tempest—Bennett being added 
\to his company. J. W. Wallack is in the 


field and commenced his campaign on the 
3rd. Wigan, our best comedian, opens 
early in October. Buckstone soon after; 
and Webster has never closed. 
I an, Sir, 
Your Obt. Servant, 
Lara. 


~ LIVING FEMALE WRITERS. 


Havine cursorily glanced in the preceding 
article at the merits of four female novelists, 
we shall now say a few words about others 
in another walk of literature, and commence 
the present paper with one who is pre-emi- 
nent among our poetesses ; of course, we 
mean Mrs. Browning. 

A poet’s wife, and of equal renown with 
her husband, this lady has evinced that the 
genius of a woman can blend masculine 
imagination and fire with feminine delicacy. 

We do not say that Mrs. Browning could 
have written “ Paracelsus,” or “ A Blot in 
the ’Scutcheon,” or “* Luria,” but her poems 
are sometimes a degree more sublime and 
impassioned thon any of the works alluded 
to. Mrs. Browning, probably, is the only 
woman alive who has claims to be compared 
with George Sand, as a spiritual and ideal 
writer. She is sometimes obscure, and she 
lacks the simplicity which at once addresses 
itself to all classes of readers. This is the 
reason why she is not universally admired. 
On the whole, Mrs. Browning is the great- 
est poctess of Europe. She has subtle 
fancy, depth of pathos, abundant imagery, 
and a vegy spiritual mind. 

The talent of Mrs. Crowe, authoress of 
“Lilly Dawson,” ‘‘Susan Hopley,” &c., 
demands some notice. Mrs. Crowe has 
written novels and dramas of interest and 
ability. Her tragedy of Aristodemus seems 
to us her best work. Her novels are of a 
somewhat melo-dramatic order. 

The numerous works of female aspirants 
of the day in the department of imaginative 
literature evince the prolific energy of their 
pens. We have, in addition to those al- 
ready named, Mrs. S. C. Hall, Mrs. T. K. 
Hervey, Mrs. Marsh, Miss Mitford, Miss 
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Lynn (a powerful writer), aud many others, | her not to laugh so much when she is on the 


dramatic writers and historians, poetesses, 
novelists, writers on political economy and 
mathematics, writers on science, on art, on 
religion, on morality, and many of them, no 
doubt, have equal claims with their male 
competitors, At all events, if their writing 
be not generally profound and luminous 
they do their work in promoting benevo- 
lence and philanthropy, in quickening 
generous impulses, and illustrating the 
finer shades of character with accuracy and 











RicnmMonp.—Some gentlemen amateurs from 
London have taken this theatre for a short period. 
On Monday Miss Amy Sedgwick took her 
benefit, there being a full and fashionable audi- 
ence. The play was the Hunchback, in which 
Mr. Howard was the Master Walter ; his acting 
throughout was stamped by a just conception of 
the character, and his merits were rewarded by 
repeated plaudits. Mr. Craven, as Sir Thomas 
Clifford, acted with judgment and good effect, 
and came in for his share of the approval of the 
audience. R, Carter, as Fathom, was quaint and 
humourous, and played with great advantage. 
The other parts were well filled. Miss Sedgwick 
has now become quite accustomed to the stage, 
and can no longer be considered an amateur; 
her acting upon this occasion was remarkable 
for its power and conception, which would have 


done credit to the first theatre in the metropolis. | 


We understand she is engaged for the provinces, 
at a lucrative salary. Mr. G, Crombie and Mrs, 
Henderson, as Modus and Helen, kept the house 
ina continued scream of laughter trom first to 
last. We think the two characters could not 
have been acted with greater gusto by any of our 
actors at the regular houses. They were most 
enthusiastically applauded. The Rent Day fol- 
lowed, in which Messrs. Howard and Gove, 
with Miss Sedgwick, were seen to great advan- 
tage. Mr, Gove is the best ‘old man” on the 
amateur stage. 


Macciesrietp.— Tuzarre Royat.— Hamlet, 
Green Bushes, and the Bride of Lammermoor have 
been the pieces produced here during the past 
week, to average audiences, Mr. Benson’s per- 
sonation of Hamlet has greatly deteriorated since 
his representation of the character last season. 
Macbeth is drawing good houses ; it is produced 
on a similar scale to Mr. Kean’s, Mr, and Mrs. 
Hastings took their farewell benefit on Friday 
night, with the Bohemians of Paris and the 
Wren Boys, when they were rewarded with a 
bumping house, which they well deserved. Miss 
Robertson made her first appearance on Saturday, 
as Lucy Ashton, in the Bride of Lammermoor, 
and created a favourable opinion. Miss Oliver 
is a pleasing little actress, but we would advise 

. 


stage, the audience does not like it. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 
F1LExmorg is in Paris, and is a great favourite, 
Mr. Davenport and Miss F, Vining are en- 

gaged at the City Theatre. 

Miss Gtyn is performing at Edinburgh, to 
crowded houses. 

Mr. Bucxstrone and Mrs, Fitzwilliam have 
just finished a most lucrative engagement at 

anchester, . 

Mr. C. Marruews has been playing a round 
of his favourite characters at the Theatre Royal, 
Liverpool, with immense success. 

A new Operatic Company is to be got up for 
the purpose of engagiug the most talented Eng- 
lish singers, to play at the St. James’s Theatre, 


Tue alterations and improvements at the 
Haymarket are now completed, and the theatre 
aaa for the season on Monday next. Mr. 
G. Vandenhoff, and Misses Featherstone and 
Cushman are amongst the new engagements, 


Ir will be seen by our advertising columns 
that a grand Masquerade Ball will take place on 
Thursday, the 27th inst., at the Casino, Holborn, 
which will be on a most extensive and splendid 
scale, The saloon will be brilliantly illuminated, 
and the various devices of a singular and pleas- 
ing character. The music is admirably selected 
by that clever composer, W. M. Packer, for such 
an occasion, and who always conducts to the 
satisfaction of the company. The supper will be 
a first-rate one, 

WE noticed some short time since, that the 
blind dramatist, the veteran Moncrieff, had been 
| honoured with an intimation from his august 
Majesty, the present amiable and highly-gifted 
King of Hanover, that on his return from his 
visit to this country, to his own Kingdom, there 
would be forwarded from the Court of Hanover, 
to the ill-fated dramatist, the Royal Hanoverian 

Gold Medal of Honour of the Arts and Sciences. 
| This distinguished Order of Merit was originally 
instituted by his Majesty’s illustrious father, 
| Ernest Augustus, Kanig von Hanover, A few 
| days back a King’s Messenger was dispatched 
| from the Court with the promised honour, It is 
a massive gold medal; the value of it as mere 
bullion is nearly £20, On the face of it is an 
exquisitely finished profile of the founder, with 
his title, &c.; on the reverse, encircled with a 
wreath of laurel, so entwined as to contain the 
name of the individual thus decorated, are the 
words “Fur Kunst und Wissenschaft. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


O INVALIDS and those desirous of preserving their 
T Health. The Sanitary Commission lustituted by 
the Lincet, having pronounced the COCOA purchased at 
15, Kathbone Place, Oxford Street, to be “entirely free 
from deleterious admixture,” the attention of the Public is 
directed to Epmonps and Co.’s Homeepathetic Cocoa, at 
1s. 6d. per pound. EDMONDS and Co., Tea Dealers, &¢,, 
15, Rathbone Place, Oxford Street. 
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ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. The 
largest, most elegant, and beautifully decorated BALL 
ROOM in London, Oren Every EVENING. During the 
recess numerous and extensive alterations and improve- 
ments have been effected. The building has been extended 
—a new Gallery and Subscription Room added—(furnished 
in a superior and splendid style).. One Hundred and Fifty. 
three immense and costly Mrrroxs reflect the decorations, 
(which are of a superb character) and the whole illuminated 
by Fourteen magnificent New Crystal Lustre Chandeliers, 
presenting a coup d’cwil of unparalleled splendour and 
luxury, Mr, W, M. Packer’s Grand Band will perform 
nightly a favourite Overture, and a grand operatic selection 
in addition to the usual Musique de Dance, including the 
** Faust,” “‘ Marien,” and “Cameronian” Quadrilles; the 
“Spring Flowers,” “Sylvian,” and ‘‘ Autumn Leaves” 
Waltzes; the ‘ King Pippin,” “Satelite,” “‘ Eugenia,” and 
‘English Fleet’’ Polkas; the ‘ Syrien” and “ Phillida”’ 
edowa; the ‘‘Isabel” Schottishe; the ‘‘ Antelope” and 
**Etna” Polkas, &c. Doors open at 8 and close at 12 
o'clock, N. B.—In compliance with the wish universally 
expeessed, the proprietor has the honour to announce that 
he will give a GRAND BAL MASQUE on Tuurspar 
Evewnina, Ocr. 27th, 1853. 


Grn? BAL MASQUE at the CASINO DE VENICE, 

218, High Holborn. The Proprietor has he honour 
respectfully to announce to the Nobility, Gentry, his Sub- 
stribers, and the Public, that (in compliance with the wish 
universally expressed), he will give a GRAND BAL 
MASQUE on ascale of unequalled splendour, on Thursday, 
October 27th, 1853. Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated BAND 
will occupy the Orchestra, and perform the following select 
programme :— 

Part 1. 


No.1 March from Guillaume Tell 
Polka . Box and Cox 
Waltz . Flowers of the Field 
Quadrille . Féte de Lilas 
Redowa . The Syrens 
Polka . The Satelite W. Youens 
Quadrille . Marien ° Frewen 
faltz . Spring Flowers ° Tinney 
Polka . The Frankfort . K. Buller 
Quadrille . Faust ‘ Jullien 
Schottische The Opera . W. Youens 
Polka . Evening Star . W. Griffiths 
Galop - The Antelope . Quinion 
An Interval of Half-an-Hour during Supper. 
Parr 2, 
Quadrille . Cameronians : 
Waltz . The Sylvian Tinney 
Polka . The Eugenia Callcott 
Quadrille . Englan . D' Albert 
Redowa . The Phillida ° Frewin 
Polka - King Pippin D' Albert 
Quadrille . St. Patrick’s Day W. Packer 
Waltz . Autumn Leaves . Marriott 
9 Polka . English Fleet . N. Sydney 
10 Galop The Etna -  D’Albert 
An eflicient corps of “* Mairres pes CEREMONIES” have 
been appointed to superintend the Ball-room and regulate 
the Dances, under the direction of Mons. Gournrer, Mrssrs. 
Henay, Mort, and H. Pace. 
The Doors will be Opened at half-past Nine o'clock. Danc- 
ing to C i al Ten punctually 
Gentleman’s Ticket 5s.—Lady’s ditto 3s. The SUPPER, 





Rossini 
F. Habec 
D' Albert 
La Motte 
Marriott 





consisting of every delicacy of the season, will be served at | 


One o'clock in the Supper Saloon. Supper Tickets 3s. 6d. 

each. Mr. Nathan, of Castle Street, Leicester Square, is 

appointed Costumler to the Ball. 

Parties in cosiume of Harlequin, Clown, or Pantaloon can- 
not be admitted, 


TYVEK MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Hizhnesses the Prince of Wales, 

Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admissi is.: Napol 
Rooms, 6d. Open from 11 inthe Morning till 10 at Night. 

BR. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 
M of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 
Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 
plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton- square. 
References to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 








IBERNIAN HALL, 300,'Recent Street, next the 
Polytechnic. OPEN EVERY EVENING, with 
an entirely new Musical and Pictorial entertainment, by 
Mrs. Gibbs, (formerly Miss Graddon), entitled THE 
EMERALD ISLE, with songs, legends, traditions, and 
sketches of that fairy land. Tocommence at Eight o’clock, 
A MORNING PERFORMAN CE will be given on Satur. 
day next, commencing at Three o'clock. 


ESSRS. B. J. FAIRBROTHER and HARRO- 
WAY’S GENERAL THEATRICAL and MUSICAL 
AGENCY and REGISTER OFFICE, 31, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden, is now open for the transaction of business 
connected with the Theatrical and Musical Profession. 
Those parties who may favor them with their commission 
may rely on strict punctuality and attention to their in- 
terests. Proprietors of Concert Rooms, &c., supplied im- 
mediately with first-rate Vocalists, Pianists, &c. 
Ks WANTED Vocalists for Concert-rooms. 
N. B.—Messrs. F. & H. have several Theatrical Engage- 
ments Open. All applications attended to at the Office, 
from 11 to 4—if by letter, pre-paid, enclosing a stamp. 


HEATRICAL and MUSICAL AGENCY, 25, Bow 
Street, Covent GarpzN. MEMBERS of the 
THEATRICAL PROFESSION are respectfully requested 
to send in their Names, Addresses, Terms, &c., at the 
earliest convenience, as during the present month the 
principal engagements for the winter will be made. Parties 
desirous of entering the Profession treated on fair and 
honourable terms. Alli letters (enclosing a stamp) to be 
addressed to Mr. T. PAYNE, Theatrical Agent, 25, Bow 
Street. Covent Garden. 
TRAGEDIAN’S WARDROBE COMPLETE FOR 
£40. TO BE SOLD a New and Magnificent Ward- 
robe, which cost £150; containing amongst ot!iers, Dresses 
for HamLET—LEAR’s two Dresses, with Magnificent Crim- 
son Robe—OrTHELLO’s Dress and Robe—{aco’s Dress— 
WERNER’s two Dresses—Virciniusand Roixa’s Dresses, 
with Roman Toga—William Tell’s, Bertrain’s, Master 
Walter’s, Claude Melnotte’s, Richelieu’s, Joseph Surface’s, 
and Richard the Third’s two Dresses—Hotspur’s, Romeo's, 
Aranza’s, &c., together with Wigs, Caps, Hats, Swords, 
Silver Paste Buckles, Sandals, Boots, Shoes, Buckles, 
Ballet Shirts, Theatrical Trunk, Prompter’s Cut Play Book, 











D/ Albert | 


with parts, and everything necessary for a Tragedian. 
Apply to Mr. SHIRLEY, at the Soho Theatre, Dean-strect. 
Soho, who hag a Catalogue of the whole. 


¢g\OM MATTHEWS, the celebrated CLUWN, at Home, 
Clown Tavern, 57, Drury Lane, (Jour doors from 

; Drury Lane Theatre). T.M. wishes to inform his friends 
and the public in general, that he has returned from Paris, 
where he has made a most successful tour, and having been 
nightly received with immense applause by a fashionable 
Parisian audience. T. M. will be most happy in meeting 
his friends in his newly built Long Room, capable of hold- 
ing 100 persons, every evening, at Eight o’clock, where 
they can have the choicest Wines, Spirits, Ale, Stout, and 
Porter, and likewise hear an excellent song. 

‘* Hoping kind Friends will rally round, 

And Patronize their English Clown; 

Whose every wish has been most true, 

To please the million—not the few!” 

T. M. begs to state that his AGENCY OFFICE is to 
LET. Any respectable member of the Theatrical Profession 
can treat with him any morning, before Twelve o’clock, 
upon very reasonable terms. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ......... see One Shilling. 
Six Months . eee Two Shilliass. 
Twelve Months...............+. FourShillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, W. Bes 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings §t., Pentonville, where all 
communivations are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black- 
friar’s road; Gilbert‘Paternoster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson, 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden; andall Booksellers and 
Newsvendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E, Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool, To be had by order in anv of the Provincai 
Towns. 
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